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Kitton parties are all the rage with
these small folk just now, Every e
puest s pequerted 1o foteh along her
pot kitten, w1l besibboned for the ocea-
slan I such a fralle!

At the door of the nursery, where, of

Cours the “afternoon”™ 8 held, stands
the Hitle hostess, axsisted in hor wel-
comes by some Kindergarten chum, most

As eneh #smnll arrlval presents
“I1f gho & honore very genorous
with her roly poly pet, which s core-
lously presentsd with a tiny bell, 1t
slipped plomg her neck ribhon,

o shaking of heads and scamp-
oring hither and you to cateh the tinkie,
tinkle! Such dalnty “mews" from pink
thronts at the wondor of 1t all! They roll
over and over in numbers, and in pulrs
they stand off and prance at ong another;
then clinch, poking thelr small pawna in
nll directions,

There are white kittons with blue rib.
bans, vellow ones with white ritbons
# tod ones and gray ones, tleor kits
and jot Mack oncs—and stll they keep
on coming.

Dy and by, when the very last arrival

!

has been smiled & Jwelcome, tha lttle
mistresses begin ‘19 frolle, too, and the
nursery rings with sweotest laughter,

In the rooms adjoining stands a smafl
tabla bearing 4 SUmMptuous suppoer, when
the hour for theds daintles comes tha
kittonn play thelf pretticst part.  Any
number of china Baucers—very thin, shell-
like ones they #ré, too, each bearing an
orlginil design In Drosden  enlors—are
flled with mik and arranged all dn™n
row at one end of the playroom. The
first wmall pussy 1o dip her nose In gets
thut pretty dish ‘a8 a souvenir of the
frolle. There aro \wWo prizes as waell—one
for the kitten which falis to dip & paw
in the miik, and the other for one which,
boing the npaughtiest, pluces two or more
wee fee (o the saucer,

Of conrse thla adds great interest and
geet to the closing hour, Then the goxd-
byes are sald, and the Hite girle, holding
cloge thelr darlings, are whisked home-
ward,

Ono party T heard of did not enl so
nrettily, Right 9 the midst of the merry-
minklng two pink hosed puseles fell to
nuareelinge, It never was Known' Just
whit eaussd the trouble, but they quick-
ly enme 1o blows and loud screaming.

In a trice one Hitle mistress boxed her
pet's assaliant. Then 1% bipe eyed de.
fender came to the rescue with an angry
blow for the other pussy, and then
stralgthway the Mother Eve slumbering
within thess dimintive other hreasts
bado the Hitle anes box each other.

It was (oo bad, wasn't it? for the pretty
hrokon and little

party was guite up,
girls and klttens all went home without
any refreshments,. Wl the small hos-
tase—wha was, 1 am obliged to say, the
first azeallant—was put to bed at four
a'clock. —New York Heorald,
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OF THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH.

It was a murky evening ut the wa of
Septemiver. Wa had had glorlous summer
weither and then suddenly the temporn-
ture had f ¢n gome
much d & serlenond
for [ whut lies
ef T!
Wis | 4 ght—1
1 in casional

re, and thi footway In the
made the sir unpleasant
f pidestrians

I was hurrying on my way, not becauss
I biad g eed for hurry, but simply
because (t was my hablt. 1 had just left
L Doard Meoting of a Society in which I
was Interesiod, and was thinking over
somo pofnts of the Lusiness transacted
Ag | left Moorgate 8lreet Station, 1 was
acoostad by a diminative i wresture
who wus ¥ mutches Abserbed in
my own thoughts, 1 walkel steadily
on, but he followsd by my side chal.

lenging my attentlon by a renowed offer
of his wares, and ropeating meanwhile,
“Two o ha'penny! Two boxes o ha'penny!

Buy "em, sir!" Then, after a pause, sees
Ing [ 4 not respond, he continued,
“Could glve yer three, but there ain’t

much proft then!™

That curlous chant at length stopped
me, and I took in the scene and the
speaker at once. 1 saw a common sight,
alas, in London: @ lttle streat vendor,
shoeless and stockingless, hig bare feet
well muddley hia trousers ragged, and
Ms Jacket oqually s Trousers and
facket were all he had to cover him from
the deizeling rain. A queer lttle old
patched cap was perched on the side of
his head In & kncwing fashlon. He re-
sumed, “'L could give yer three, but there
aln't much proft if 1 do.” The child leok-
e to me about elght years of age; but 1
guessed him to bo nine, as he waa of
stunted growth. We bogan to tafk. “Sold
mich to-day?’ 1 enquired. He shook his
head “Six boxes ain L much; only t'ree
a'pence for the lot.” Whao sent you out?”
“Mother.” “And why does mother send
out o Nttle chap like you?® “She can'l
help it; she's very bad” “Where is she?'"
“Home." “Anybody else thered “Sissy,” |

mother to the hospital”’ Billy hesitated,

“How old Is sho?* “Oh! she don't count!
Bhe's littler than ma=fots littler!" “Do
you make much money?’ “Somotimes,
when I'm lucky.” “Are you very lucky
often?* *“Not 'xactly often; [ wor In
real luck . yestenday.” “How's that?”
“Such a nlce gemman kem wong, and
says he, ‘You are i pore lttle chap'; and
ho gev' me a bob. Oh! he wor a nive
Kemman, he were.”

Such emphusis was Iald upon the good
qualities of this particular geatleman,
that I felt assured he wis balng held up
to me for Imitatlon. “Why don’t you go
home with your three-ha pence?” ““Taint
no use.” How's that?' “Must have six-
pence, yer know; ‘talnt no use golug
ome with Htler nor that.” “Do you
always try to get sixpence at least?™
The little head was qittekly nodded,

“Well, now,” 1 said, “tell me where
your mother lives.” *13, Plough Court,
Buanner street, $t, Luke's'

The place was not more than ten min-
utes’ walk from where we stoold. “Come
on with me,” [ sald, “and I will vigit
your mother. T am n dector, you know,
and I may Jdo her some gowl” Without
mors ado the Httle chap trotted off by
my side, showing me the way, darting
In and out among the people whom ws
constantly met erowding the thorough-
fare, hut managing meanwhile (o keep
up n never-falling stream of lallt‘ mostly
about the “nlee gemman.'”

On our reaching Banner stroet, a few
minutes brought us to the coruer of
dingy, pestilential-loaking court, Hned on
each side by tumbledown two-siory
houses—=houses thit looked as i they had
been ordginally Jecry-bulX, and had Been
out of repialr for many years back, They
recked of nolsomoness, No, 11 presentasd
A set of creaky and very flthy stairs, and
without delay we bogan to ellmb thom,
up and up, until we reached @ back soom
on the top floor, 1 allowed the boy to run
in and tell hls mother, while | walted
outside, Ouly o minute clapsed, and then
the door was thrown open nnd [ entored

The room was litecally quite devold of
furniture. There was no chair 1o it down
on, no table to i space, Yot
all seemed wondrously nnd  out
of keoping with the dingy court outshie
nmd the filthy worm-caton stalrense ap
which we bad come But the humnon
gecupants of this bare and sqoualil garret

up the

clean

clitimed attentlon, Near the window on
the floor, on 4 heap of rage, which formed
her only Led, Iny a poor, decent-
woman, fully dressed, but havimg b
extended without »n  stocking. A few

words of sympathy and explanntion, and
1 lsarned the simple story of this
ha'Y-starved crenturs who lay in
hack room withifh a stone's throw
tloroughfnre thropgsd with poasse
il wher great business enterprisés
wern carried out, The womuh was n
wllow of about forty-fivee 8he had
wounded her leg, and, nstead of healing,

festeredd, A large

it hmd pppmrently
whaolesomes uleer wis pxposed to view as
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thit
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1 exatnined 1L Bhe had been twiee a* an
out-patient to the ne it
coild walk no | ¢ y of
cour=e any Jnger pursue her oallng--

that of & charwoman; so there she lay,

ha y hand or fook on her
uIf. her alde stood & MHttle
f a t slx vyears of agp—"our
she cialled her—a  bright-oyed
e 1lEtle lassie, whid soon made
¢ with me
But BEilly was the breadowinner! Tt
was he who kept the wolf from the doop
i W hae who had baldis snme Inta
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1y how affectesd [ was as I 1] 1 "
» But why &l she not
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B she Hidn't know how
L €1 my surprise saho
ad: | ing to the Lard
all the herd 1o tnke
vt of t} hi ' nd 10 kip our Ress
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urd prayer. Dark a J
soon discovered that shié
exorcied o simple, alugoost
rust In God, and it was al
this moment that an Invident occurred
which fd¥ed my own heanrt with glad-
ness, and goent me awny humbled In i
Viry as | wooften |
hid doubted the rovidences
vl fad Ine=s of gald the
ting her hand
e out o copy

N weekiy Jours
1 that!"
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whilch  had been e
knowledge In th
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had drifted Krow i but thu
lnes of the story o vned  that
statemont of of mine which has beon so
oft-repentod and which wll my reade
know =0 welld “"Never during ol
yeurs have 1 refused o single destitute
chlld who hos mude application ot my
doors.” “There, s, sadd the poor crens-
ture, not knowing'in the least to whom
I wke, L have becn hoping and pray-

It lot Billy aind our Hows

In there. Then | know they'd be
and they'd both be togther, and
go In cheerful to the Hospltial.”
I thought for a few mor hefore 1
ans At length 1
did not tell you who I am;
must let you Know." The poor woman
looked up with somathing ke alarm
written on her fuce, [ continued: "My
name {5 Barnardo, and I have a great
miny poor boyvs and girls, and that Is

why I usked vour little Ll to britg me
here to-diuy. Now, if I can help you by
koeping the childrea for a while, T wiilL™
It Is Impossit to describa thoe emo-
tions of wonder and amazement which
passed over that poor mother's face! In
A moment the tears peured down her
checks, “RILyY she called, and the boy
ran gulckly to his mothoer's side. “‘Bess,
dear,” she added; and then, bolding the
two children In her trembling hands, she
sakd: “This Iy the gontleman that has
all the little boys and girls I told you
God would hear me, and now He's just
sent him here to take and keep you Loth
untll I am well ngain*”

As for me, I felt at once humbled, en-
couraged and thankful; humbled to think
that In any hour of darkness and $ili-
culty I had ever doubted that Gogd heas)
and answerad prayer: encourigel by this
fresh proof of our Futher's gulding hamd
even In Uttle matters, and of the ver
talnty that it s no vain thing to put one's
trust In the Lord; and thunkful for the
opportunity thus wfforded me of stretch-
ing out to one of our Lonks own chils
dren & helping hund which would roll
back the dark clouds of care and anxisty
from her life and would probably stim-
ulate her own falth to greater things.

There gnd then the arrangement was
mude. [ was to admit tht ghildren for &
time while the mother eatered the Hos-
pital, Of course 1 saw to the immediate
wants of the family, but not until I made
Billy tell me once agein of the “niee
gemman.” “Now, Bily, what shall I do
to bo like the nice gentleman? Bhali |
give you a shilling now or shal 1 take
you both Imte my home and send® your

MlemMWhM‘.J

r

mind, The words wera hardly out when
she sldled over to mae and placed her
little hand trustingly In mine. Bllly sald
more slowly, “If mother wor well, T think
it would tileor ta have the shilling’,
but I'l go with you sir, all right,” and
thus the barganin was concluded.

Ere long one of my good women help-
ors was In the room supplylng the wants
of the patient, bringing food and fuel
and a few needed garments ta the chil-
dren, whila 1 _meanwhile obtulned the
needful arder Which gave admission to
the hospital to thls poor member of the
household of faith,

Billy and Bews aro not solitary in thelr
history. 1 have In the homes to-day not
a fow who, although rescued from the
very deopest paweriy. are the offapring

| of praying peope. Surely such ns these

have the stro clalm upon the sym-
pathy and love of those who call them-
solves followom of Jesus Christ—Dr,
Barnato (n “Night and Day."

The Auncient amd Modern Drammer

Had you looked In the dictionarles only
A few years ago, you would bot bave
found o defipitfon of the word drummer,
aa applying to commerclal travelers. As
wo undepstand him, the drummer 18 a
late and modern ereation. And yet. Hke
many otker things, the 4 Is simply
history repeated; foras in yarious instan-
ces, ldeas and things we think are new
and modern, are reially old and forgotien
things of the past, rediscovered; W
which have been given new names Uint
actually disgulses their original mean-
Ing and significance. The drummer rial-
Iy existed since commerce bogun, since
the priniples of agency eoxisted

Ha has dops muck to make all the
warld notghbore, and perbaps the carliost
historleal reference te him la found In
the story of the good Samaritan: for the
good Samaritan was simply a drommer,
He was only w commercial triveler be-

atdd Jerkeo, and wuas

1% o type of his class,
Hlustrating the divine goodness in pll
clorses of men, For it will br remem-
bersd the types refercad o in the beau-
tifal Hele wtory, one was o priest, roprie
poniting the Jewisk chureh her wisd
the Lavite, representing tho condrmpod
by the church; and ¢ Samuritan, who
then belonged (o what the ohiurch called
u thodox. Wa ars left o gucss tho
falth of the vittmy who fell among tho
thleves and was strlpped il robbed,
This, howeéver, wus po question for the
dtummer, for he woas in dlstress and
nood, nnd while the preiest and the Lo

vite gaw him, and went an the oth

as if they dldn't see him, this o

cinl travel tonly rave him  wing

oil, tut helipsd him on his own beast, 1
him to the on and fed him, and then sald
to tha landlon), you administer to his
wants amd 1 will repay thed

This story i3 just as true to-day a8 it

wius In the Iong sgo. 1t represents Lypes
of mepn that lve pow, n® w us then
It in bt analhee form of ox mslnye e
niveranl broathorhond of oBand th
vergal atherbon, t the sime
time, showing that atil OpLio.
dny slde ul
flon't 3 nnd  the
“wicked™ oft the slde, and
Itve nnd act o rellgion they do not aven
irnfoes, drammor thon exlisted,
his type could not have been i
Hio wos a nelghbor (o the distroes

unfortunate, no matisr where

or what s church or
wnd missi

f trivde and «

y modern drummer, wh
name, 18 of the sum

ime, bitt has be

“ry

grips them Hpd ro

amd ol r. even for pints

rys—but he i with us

still, Is with us still! Heé

hitve K. o e did the Bamuaritan,
t he “'Gets there, just the name!™ Hi
Ets, now-a-days, are overything from
beyels oF an ox-cart, to o Palln

slesper; His feld, from one end of the

earth to e other, instead of from Je-

rusalem to Jerico!

Yos, the drummer 1 4 geest character
In the world's make up. Thers have bes
come all Kinde and olassoe, They lave
grown as thick ns English spacrows—
and about as bard to teap! Thelr biréad
has nctanlly been Improved of lats I
it wos diseoversd th i §
too mucly to tongua an
was ther too much eat
i thele campound, which wos wdly

ed by the insuranes

ts  and  posted  shens:—""Tulkee
deatkl™ In fact many merelinnts resorl-
ol to sirpte and provided themse)
with poll-parrots which wera learned 1o
enterinin, or to exclalm, as sSoan e n
man cume in the store with o Brip
“Talk too d-n much!” Since then, this
clags of drummers has been tuyrned v
o the book agents and Insurgnee solle=
Itors, with Instraetions:—"Ta bury youe |
own dead!™ Ahd, strange to =ay ama’
of the Insurince companles have  sine
gone out of buslness!

But the drummer basn't gone out of

Dusiness: fot o bit of it! He s still “Bob.
bing up szrenely,” and withaut any pindd-
lock on his Hps, (8 doing business at the
sume old stands. Many of them now a-

pear he almost as dumb as oysters:
und while you milss the slgns, and 17w
parrels, you would Imagine (hoat thoy nt
lenst had bheen born of dumb PO nts!
Instead of giving fr ifctures on i
tlew, the wenther, | the Hible, thev
now leavs thelr sumples In pome s -
plo room. aod simply say whken they
come In—"What hour™ —Bugar, the
wlghts, &: uel len befors n poll
:..rr.-',.u-.». could discover thata thes
wern drummere—Oh, thore |6 ot hine
Uke Improved broode In drummer e
well a8 In eve r tlro!
For thojy « protectlon, ns wall as to
1 Lrats among cash paying
have whut they eall
“Homoes " sind “Hendguarters, Tha
former are doubtless where they take

*Waylarlng mon," and the lattaer, whera
the 0N r<loquicious moy tap thempelves
Wish the book agents and in
Mad “Holmes" and “Hewdn

wnee mon
ers,!! for

if they don't lesrn 1o 1 i themselves
'l be durned if somobady olge don't!

Jut sinea thes drummeors have Kot
Homes and Hewdguonrters, amd hivome

grent great or Hzations, and have dis-
ourded thelr “hests” for bley tnid
Pullman coachos, ey have ohumeed the
whole thing and call themuolves “Knlghts
of the grip” “Traveiing men,” 7
As," and all that;—just as (i the Masons
and Odd Fellows weren't knights of the
grip: and tramps and conductors weren't
triwvaling men; and ths Tennessee oditors
As

Ivs

waeren't T, P They are drummeors,
that's what they are! This good Sam-
nritan Jdldn‘t put on any high-falutin

st¥le. He didn't ride in any Paluce cars,
nor on any blovels, clther, Heo* didn't
call himsalf any T, P. A, No, he just Kot
on his “beast,” with his grip In his hand,
and rode off from Jerusalam to Jerico,
just lika anyoody else, ‘And when he
came up with this man that had baen
robbed and beat, he juet put him on
the truin, and took his grip In Kis hand
and walked. ‘That's the way he dono
Though his “beast’” was only nn ass, not
o paluce car; nsfead an ace fation
train!

Hut this drummoer was the first econ-
duotor, wasn't he® Of course & drummer
waz the conduetor of the first nccommo-
distlon tradn, If an nss was the englneer
And what did he do? He didn't skin ont
to his boanling bouso ns soon as he
pullad In town, leaving the nassengers to
look out for thomselves, while tha coloret
?ﬂ':‘l' yellinl at the dors: “All out for

wrico!” No, he pulled his tran right o
to the Hotel door, and aftsr he hait Iu;wll;mrll
his passenger out, pald his hotel B0 ang
then, Wke a conductor with a heart In
him, said It kis bl Is any more. 1 will
repay thes'—on my return trip! Do these
brass-buttonsd, gold-luce gentry of the
present times do that way? No, they
leave you to be fired out, or to be given
a ride on "Black Maria" by a cop, down
to the police statlon, and theaes left to
pay your own bills! That's the way ther
do; and that's the reason all the world
™ for more drummer conduot-

mﬁum’mmm not saly good

Very Important.
PR g R A eh
City that we

611-613 E. Marshall Streot,

Have u compiete atock of Xmas Goods
such as Raising, Currants, Figs, Ml
Nuts of all kinds, Oranges,
Grapes, Cocomnuts, ete, and,
more, have doubled our
ete., #0 us to glve to our
trons not only prices wery |
but n prompt attention and dn Imm .
dalivery, Our prices are, according o
the quallty, lower than any one slse, We
clajm It to be =0 and to prove i, oniy
we ask of you your honorable t-nﬁ. atd
surely we will show our grealer appre=
clatlon,

Here you will ind everything that you
need for your A

Finest Country Butter (for table), §
pounds for b,

Finest for cooking purposes, 1o,

Fresh Kggs, from country, e,

Finest London Layer Ralsins, e

Very nice, 3 pounds for e,

Tlont Mixed Nuts, 1

Finest Lover l'igs, 158,

English Walnuts, 1le.

Very best (Cltron, 13%c.

Mincement Atmore, best, 10e

Finvat Jelly, 3¢

Malnga Grapes, T pounds for She,

Finest Orangen, dozon, 30 and $5¢.

only $4.1

Californin Prunes, Be.

4 w, French Candy, 25,

No efforts shall he spared so. as te
glve wip eustomers awl to the publio

in genoral the best satisfaction
Factending our many thanks o advance

for the genteral support to us from cus

many friends,

"y P‘-“-IH‘I"‘IEH}‘.

GROCERY COMPANTY

THE AUGUSRT
Watch our tlag.

$-ipie o P 189690 0PE

Our Entire
Stock

- of Holiday

- Boods

to be closed out
| ® during this week.
> Miller China
& Company,
109 E. Broad,
Between First and Sccond.
Open Every Night
= Till 10 o'Clock.
:--'---:--;---;?-3’.@&.'9
OFFICE OF _
I. N. JONES & SON,
LEADERS IN
ENGRAVED WEDDING
INVITATIONS,

ANNOUNCEMENT CARDS,
SOCIETY PAPERS,
VISITING AND AT HOME CARDS,
&C., &C., &C,

Ricumonn, Va., Dec, 25, 1598,

Tt is with sreat pleasurs that wo uns=
pounes 10 the public the completion of
our  engraving, cmbossing, and  plates

| printine nt. Hy this means we invite

ind patrons to inspect
1st. We will show youw

nils

m from the toipt
s waotk 1s do wml,
oY 1 do your

v mecursd

e sinkers
Aphia, and our new

[ winting pressen ars
nup=to-d a0 there I8 0o use In
anything In this Mne out of tha

one ol 1
in

right
ihg

eity of Rienmond, beonitss we gunranies
our work (o voequal to A great many
northern  concerns, and  superwr o &
grodt many olher econcerns

Wa want It understood that when it s
Nidw Wi i rocaolva our arder ane

morning and deliver it next morning by 9
kK. (This stalement Is poculiar to

0't
|

o
| Having peepared oursalves fully to moeet
| the requirems confdentiy, uxk the
pport of . ple tn thid particuine
Hne, also In general Printing, Binding, eto,

I.N.Jones & Son,

Engravers, Printers and Binders,

H=5-10 N, FIGHTH ST,

[ - ———)
conductors, bhut they are tha best k!l“

of cunnibal Food, and they will risk gl
Ing & cannibal a wqug mesl any timig
for the eluineo of selllng lum » il

gomlp, A hungey cannibal 18 sald to be
very ocosy to get acqualnted with, and

thiat moy e the imducement for the riske:
but the drummer appears (o be acquain
od with everybody, nnd e can piee oul
n gontleman o o sucker eviry time. OF
traing you wouli mistukes him for the
president of tho rood, and in the hoiedd
you'd think he the landiord, He eatph
woll, nnd slecps sell; and secms to ha

o conscienoe vold of offonse to God a

man. Upon the testimmny of the porly

thoe Lord lovas him, for he in §
cheorful gliver. He I8 usually armed
the  testh with nerve, chilltonles
playing cards. Mo carrles a4 good &
pesting  apparatus and a bomb-proof
stomach, which s aps day sttacked i
fried-meat uking and sole-loather stea
and the next, by boarding-house huk:
amd stewed  prunes.  Occaslonally

comes Into the port of soma good hnlz
where no foast of Nero ever equaled him
which is _followed by a flank atthck o
the choléra morbus, but the drumme
survivea them all!

Yes, the drummer has hrought b
grip, and come to stay. He ls in fact, ¢
welcome guest. Ho has invaded positions
of honor and trust, and become the .
of many of our oest husipbes housey.
Ilo hos a big heart and head, and engs
ries o full line of the milk of humey
kindness. He will ask a favor, ond s
readily grant one. As a rule, nolw. ag
wll as in the past, ke doss not ran ng
on Sunday school leadership, but he w
help o fellow when he Is down, and ¥
when the betlom dog gela on top. HOD
etll dics not woar any priestly ol
but when he finds vou in the gutter,
stripped aml robbel, Instend of sympes
thizlng over on the other slde of the
street, he'll eomo right over and give vo
wine nnd oll' Heo'll be a good Snmarita
to you, That's what the drummer
do!—E. L, !, Wanl, In the Com
Travellers'

CLOSER TO- MORROW,
Miller & Rhoads’ stome will be closed
all  day toemorrow, Monday, Decembee

Mth, to give thelr employes a full holiday,
Wil open Tuesday morning  at [LESTN |

Boullest iy

-~ -

The August Grocery Co.

cstarmod pan

Onr Very Hest Flour, for this m\ _

hour.  Ses Tuesday morning Tiaies fom
Barguin ade | v {



